[What is a disease?].
The concept of disease is more complex than it may seem. Disease is both a natural category and a social construction. Medical anthropology distinguishes between three realities under the different words defining "disease": the biological abnormalities (disease), the subjective experience of altered physical state (illness), and the process of socialization of pathological episodes (sickness). The constructivist perspective of the sociology of science shows that scientific knowledge reflects cultural beliefs and social values. A diagnosis is "constructed" in the interaction of patients and physicians, and of their respective representations of disease, in a given historical and social contex. The example of fibromyalgia has been chosen to illustrate this social construction of diagnostic categories.